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The Torah has thus compared these three lightweights of the world, 
Jerubbaal, Bedan, and Jephthah, to the three mighty ones of the world 
[Moses, .Aaron, and Samuel] to teach you that the courts of Gideon 
and of Jephthah and of Samson were equal to those of .Moses, Aaron, 
and Samuel. 


[C] And not only this, but it juxtaposes the great men from either side, 
and the lesser ones in the middle. 


Rabban Gamaliel stood up and kissed him on his head and said to 
him, “Come in peace, my master and my disciple — My master in 
wisdom, and my disciple in accepting my rulings.” 


“My teacher” in wisdom “and my disciple” in that all that I decree 
upon him, he fulfills.” 


It is written: “Whose oxen are well laden with no breach, and no going 
forth, and no complaining in the streets” (Ps. 144:14). 


R. Yohanan and R. Simeon b. Laqish: R. Yohanan said, “‘laden oxen’ 
is not written here, but our [laden] teachers in Torah. ‘Laden’ meaning: 
when the great bear the small, ‘there is no breach, nor going forth; 
there is no complaining in the streets.’” 


R. Simeon b. Lagish interprets this verse just in a reverse way [to R. 
Yohanan’ s interpretation]: “‘laden oxen’ is it not written here, but our 
teachers are borne with, meaning: when the small bear the great, ‘then 
there is no breach, nor going forth; there is no complaining in the 
streets.’” 


R. Shila of the village of Temarta in the name of R. Yohanan: ““He 
appointed the moon for seasons; the sun knows its coming’ (Ps. 
104:19). From the sun “one knows its corning,” He appointed the 
moon for festivals (Ps. 104:19).” 


[E] Said R. Berekhiah, “It is written: ‘and they departed from Rameses 
in the first month, [on the fifteenth day of the first month; on the 
morrow after the passover the children of Israel went up out of 
Egypt] (Num. 33:3). When it sets on the night of the festival, 
fourteen sunsets are in it; hence from the setting of the sun, you 
count for the moon.” 


[F] Said R. Simon, “‘And let them be [for signs, and for seasons, 
and for years, and for days] (Gen. 1:14) — by means of that 
[sun] and by means of that [moon].” 


